
Idioms 
Name: ___Anneke Meinhardt______________ Date: October/2/2011


Teaching time: __50 minutes__________

Student Age & Level: The students are high school age and advanced, but the plan could be adapted for intermediate levels, provided the vocabulary used in the idiom definitions is known vocabulary. There are 20 students in the class. 
1. What are you teaching? 
-Language points – 28 common idioms will be introduced. Almost all idioms use vocabulary Ss already know. 
-Language skills – speaking; writing, reading and listening are also included
-Cultural Aspects – the idioms and phrases will be introduced as casual forms that one would probably not be used in formal situations (i.e., a job interview). Also, Ss will realize that weird functions/expressions are found not only in their NL, but in other languages as well.  
2. What are your Student Learning Objectives for the lesson? 

By the end of the lesson, SWBAT: 


Use at least five idioms in their conversation with a partner.
3. When/how in the lesson will I check students’ progress toward the above Learning Objectives? What behaviors/activities will show me whether they have mastered the material? 

T will observe in the ending story-telling activity to see how easily forms are produced, understood, and appropriately used.
Preliminary considerations:

a. What do your students already know in relation to today’s lesson? 

Ss are familiar with some American slang. T can describe idioms as being on the same sort of “formality” level as slang. Ss also have knowledge of idioms in their NL, which could be contrasted with English idioms in order to make content more personable and easier to understand. 

b. What aspects of the lesson do you anticipate your students might find challenging/difficult?

· As a native speaker of English, T may have to think before defining idioms in terms of comprehensible input.
· Depending on the class, Ss may not be ready to do the last activity as a speaking fluency activity, or they may be too shy.

· Because language is constantly changing, these idioms may be out of date if this lesson is taught several years from now. 
· 30 idioms may be too much for Ss.

c. How will you avoid and/or address these problems in your lesson?

· T must use simple, understandable words when describing idiom definitions and be careful not to use phrasal verbs or other idioms in the definitions! T may want to review idioms and rehearse defining them in as many simple ways possible prior to giving the lesson.

· The last activity can be done as a writing activity to give Ss time to think as well as avoid putting them “on the spot.” 

· Substitute given idioms with new ones that are more modern or “hip.”
· Reduce number of idioms to 20. 

	STEP
	STAGE
	TIME
	Procedure/steps 
	Focus
S-S, T-S, etc.
	Activity Purpose

	1
	E
	5 
	Divide class into five groups of four. 

Distribute Idiom Ideas to each group.   
Students brainstorm possible meanings together and draw a picture of one of their group’s idioms.
*Alternatively: Play Balderdash with these unknown idioms. T gives actual definitions at the end of each round. 20 minutes at least. 
	T-S

S-S
	Introduction of new content

Make Ss interested/curious about topic; get them to relax w/drawing
Visual/tactile

Reading/speaking

	2
	E
	5
	Ask each group to talk about their ideas and the pictures they came up with. 

“Do any of these phrases sound strange to you?”

Do similar language elements like these occur in Ss native language? Ss brainstorm examples with T, who writes examples on board.
	T-Ss
	Connect Ss awareness of the oddities of that exist within a language w/the existence of English oddities
Visual

speaking

	
	I
	15
	MATCHING GAME--

T distributes Matching Game worksheet.
Ss will have either a definition or an example sentence. Ss find corresponding answers. 

T distributes Idiom Meanings. Ss write in definitions as the Matching Game answers are discussed. 
*Additionally: T might discuss positive/negative connotations or feelings associated with idioms. These are indicated by */- respectively on the “Idiom Meanings” worksheet.
	Ss-Ss

T-Ss
	Inductively discovering meaning via example sentences
Auditory/Visual

Intrapersonal/Kinesthetic/Tactile

Speaking/listening/reading/writing

	
	I 
	10
	ACTIVITY 

In pairs, Ss write a short dialogue that includes 5 idioms; teacher monitors and helps. 

Ss read dialogues in front of the class & write down the idioms they hear in other Ss dialogues.
	S-S
	Ss practice using the new content

Visual/auditory

Writing/speaking

	
	F
	15 
	In new pairs, students converse for five minutes, switching partners three times, and use at least five idioms while teacher monitors.

	S-S
	Students freely & creatively practice fluency with the new content.
Listening/Speaking 

	
	---
	1
	Homework: Go to http://www.idiomsite.com/ or http://www.goenglish.com/Idioms.asp and find a new idiom. Next class period you will explain it to your classmates and give an example sentence.

*Note: T should briefly show Ss website, time permitting.
	
	


Additional Activity Ideas
	
	I
	6 
	GAME

 Ss play “Charades” with each answer being one of the new idioms as prompted by T. Answers must be given in complete sentences. 

(Ss are encouraged NOT to look at their worksheets.) 

T can walk around and review Ss’ definitions to get an idea of how well they understand.
	S-S
	Get Ss up and moving. Allows them to become more familiar w/their list.

Kinesthetic

Speaking

	
	I
	8
	Teacher makes up sentences & students repeat, substituting the correct idiom. 
T: “My iPad is my most cherished possession.”
Ss: “My iPad is the apple of my eye.”
T: “I like spiders that are completely dead.”
Ss: “I like spiders that are dead as a doornail.”
T: “He arrived home without being hurt.”
Ss: “He arrived home safe and sound.” 
	T-Ss
	


HANDOUT 1: IDIOM IDEAS—Cut along dotted line and distribute one strip per group
	What do these phrases mean?

· A dime a dozen

· Break a leg

· Dead as a doornail

· Hot-blooded

· Giving someone a hand

What might they look like? As a group, pick two or three. Draw your ideas. Be creative!
What do these phrases mean?

· To kick the bucket

· To spill the beans

· To play hooky

· To crank out a paper

What might they look like? As a group, pick two or three. Draw your ideas. Be creative!

	What do these phrases mean?

· mumbu jumbo

· a night owl

· once in a blue moon

· safe and sound 

· seventh heaven

What might they look like? As a group, pick two or three. Draw your ideas. Be creative!

	What do these phrases mean?

· a sharp cookie

· the apple of your eye

· head over heels

· Biting your tongue

· Two heads being better than one

What might they look like? As a group, pick two or three. Draw your ideas. Be creative!

	What do these phrases mean?

· To rain cats and dogs

· To pay through the nose

· To hit the books

· An arm and a leg

· To hold your horses

What might they look like? As a group, pick two or three. Draw your ideas. Be creative!



HANDOUT 1: IDIOM IDEAS—Cut along dotted line and distribute one strip per group
Matching Game: Cut along dotted line, scramble & distribute

	A dime a dozen

Those books are in every store. They’re a dime a dozen.
	Very common; sometimes means very common and cheap

	*Break a leg

“Break a leg at your talent show tonight!” 
	To wish someone good luck.

	Dead as a doornail

She screamed and hit the spider with her shoe until it was as dead as a doornail.
	To be absolutely dead.

	-Hot-blooded

He is a hot-blooded politician who has no patience.
	Easily-angered

	Give me a hand

Will you give me a hand and set the table? 
	Help me.

	Mumbo jumbo

I can’t understand what my teacher is saying; it’s just mumbo jumbo to me.
	Words that are not understandable 

	Night owl

My friend Brenda is a night owl, so she usually sleeps in until lunch time. 
	Someone who likes to stay up late or becomes more awake at night

	Once in a blue moon

I almost never go to the movies, but once in a blue moon I will go with a friend.
	Rarely, almost never

	*Safe and sound

Her car ran out of gas, but she caught the bus and came home safe and sound.
	To be safe; usually used when someone has arrived at their destination

	*Seventh heaven

I would be in seventh heaven if I had a hundred pounds of Hershey’s chocolate.
	To be extremely happy

	*Sharp cookie

My sister can get her calculus homework done in ten minutes. She’s a sharp cookie!
	An intelligent, quick-minded person

	*The apple of my eye

My new Mustang is the apple of my eye.
	A most cherished or valuable person/possession

	-To be eaten by something

My boyfriend is being a jerk to me lately and he’s cranky. Something must be eating him. 
	To be inwardly upset about something 

	*To be head over heels

My grandparents have been married for fifty years and they’re still head over heels.
	Completely; usually used to talk about people in love

	-To bite your tongue

I always say stupid things when I don’t think before I speak. I should really learn to bite my tongue.
	To stop yourself from saying something

	-To bomb something

I’m going to bomb that test because I didn’t have time to study last night.
	To fail

	-To cost an arm and a leg

If you want to fly first-class on an airplane, it will cost you an arm and a leg.
	To be very expensive 

	To crank out a paper

I have to crank out a lesson plan that’s due tomorrow morning. 

	To hastily finish

	-To drive someone up the wall

It drives me up the wall when I have something important to say and you don’t listen.
	To irritate someone

	To goof off

The chef told the waitress to stop goofing off on the phone and start seating the customers.
	To play, especially when you are supposed to do something else

	To hit the books

He has to hit the books for a test tomorrow, so he can’t go surfing with us.
	To study

	To hold your horses

Hold your horses, we have five hours before the show starts.
	Wait a moment

	To kick the bucket

The elderly farmer finally kicked the bucket, so nobody lives on the ranch any longer.
	To die

	-To pay through the nose

I had to pay through the nose to ship my car to California.
	To pay a lot of money

	To play hooky

Would you rather play hooky and go to Bubbie’s Ice Cream, or would you rather take the science test?
	To be absent or skip an event such as school, church, etc, 

	To rain cats and dogs

An hour ago birds were singing and the sun was shining, but now it’s suddenly raining cats and dogs. 


	To rain tremendously 

	-To spill the beans

If I tell you what I bought for your brother’s birthday, will you promise not to spill the beans?
	To tell a secret 

	Two heads are better than one

I’m glad we could work on this project together. After all, two heads are better than one.
	Two people can accomplish more than one person can.


FIRST 12
IDIOM MEANINGS






	IDIOM
	MEANING & NOTES

	A dime a dozen

Those books are in every store. They’re a dime a dozen.
	

	*Break a leg

“Break a leg at the football game!” 
	

	 Dead as a doornail

She screamed and hit the spider with her shoe until it was as dead as a doornail.
	

	-Hot-blooded

He is a hot-blooded politician who has no patience.
	

	*Give me a hand

Will you give me a hand and set the table? 
	

	Mumbo jumbo

I can’t understand what my teacher is saying; it’s just mumbo jumbo to me.
	

	Night owl

My friend Brenda is a night owl, so she usually sleeps in until lunch time. 
	

	Once in a blue moon

I almost never go to the movies, but once in a blue moon I will go with a friend.
	

	*Safe and sound

Her car ran out of gas, but she caught the bus and came home safe and sound.
	

	*Seventh heaven

I would be in seventh heaven if I had a hundred pounds of Hershey’s chocolate.
	

	*Sharp cookie

My sister can get her calculus homework done in ten minutes. She’s a sharp cookie!
	

	*The apple of my eye

My new Mustang is the apple of my eye.
	

	-To be eaten by something

My boyfriend is being a jerk to me lately and he’s cranky. Something must be eating him. 
	

	*To be head over heels

My grandparents have been married for fifty years and they’re still head over heels.
	

	To bite your tongue

I always say stupid things when I don’t think before I speak. I should really learn to bite my tongue.
	

	-To bomb something

I’m going to bomb that test because I didn’t have time to study last night.
	

	-To cost an arm and a leg

If you want to fly first-class on an airplane, it will cost you an arm and a leg.
	

	To crank out a paper

I have to crank out a lesson plan that’s due tomorrow morning. 

	

	-To drive someone up the wall

It drives me up the wall when I have something important to say and you don’t listen.
	

	To goof off

The chef told the waitress to stop goofing off on the phone and start seating the customers.
	

	To hit the books

He has to hit the books for a test tomorrow, so he can’t go surfing with us.
	

	To hold your horses

Hold your horses, we have five hours before the show starts.
	

	-To kick the bucket

The elderly farmer finally kicked the bucket, so nobody lives on the ranch any longer.
	

	-To pay through the nose

I had to pay through the nose to ship my car to California.
	

	To play hooky

Would you rather play hooky and go to Bubbie’s Ice Cream, or would you rather take the science test?
	

	To rain cats and dogs

Mom said it was sunny and birds were singing an hour ago, but now it’s suddenly raining cats and dogs. 


	

	-To spill the beans

If I tell you a secret, will you promise not to spill the beans?
	

	Two heads are better than one

I’m glad we could work on this project together. After all, two heads are better than one.
	


